
Message Summary 
Topic: Systematic Theology - Theism (1) 
Scripture Text: John 17:3 
 
The basics of theology 
Why are we studying Systematic Theology (ST)? 
Theology is for everyone and we ought to be consistent and diligent in obtaining knowledge of God, 
especially to obtain experiential knowledge (both head & heart knowledge) because: 
 
1. this is the desire of Jesus. Just as He had made an intercessory prayer for His disciples to 
continually grow in the knowledge of God in John 17, Jesus also desires this of us because we are 
also His followers. 
2. we ought to know who we follow, that we may not follow blindly. Studying ST grants us a good 
foundation of our faith and helps us to understand the Bible better. 
 
What is Theology? 
“Theos”: God 
“Logos”: Knowledge 
 
What is ST? 
The study of the whole body of doctrine from the Bible, organised in a systematic manner (e.g. 
teachings of the Bible regarding certain topics such as theism, Christology, salvation, the last days). 
Knowing ST helps us to form a guide as to how to interpret scripture.  
 
How should we approach the study of ST? 
1. Believe that the Bible is the forever inerrant and infallible Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 
1:21) 
2. Accept the existence of God by faith (Hebrews 11:6) 
3. Practice humility (John 3:10) 
Recognise that God is higher than us.  
 
Theism: Knowing God 
The Existence of God 
The Bible simply exerts that God exists in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God...”. It does not try to 
proof God’s existence and the Christian simply accepts it by faith. 
 
How can man know God? 
God reveals Himself through: 
1. General revelation  
(Psalm 19:1-6) God reveals Himself through nature and the glory of God can be seen everywhere and 
at all times. 
 
2. Special revelation 
(Psalm 19:7-9) God reveals Himself through His Word; and in the past, through miracles, visions and 
dreams. 


